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GROWING AMARYLLIS-OR IS IT HIPPEASTRUM? 
Launa Herrmann, U.C. Master Gardener, Solano County 

Large red flowers tower two feet above a six-inch plastic pot beside my kitchen sink. Each fall I ritualistically plant a 

similar bulb, commonly labeled an Amaryllis, and enjoy waiting and watching for stems to sprout. Within weeks, as 

multiple blooms unfurl their showy color atop each stem, I’m in a festive mood ignoring the overcast skies outside. Not 

until assembling the research to write on this topic, did I question the common name or actual genus of this popular gift 

plant. Yet truth be told, the flowering bulb on my counter is not an Amaryllis but a Hippeastrum.     

 

Hippeastrum is similar in appearance to the Amaryllis belladonna but with definitive differences upon closer examination.  

In fact, do you know that botanists have argued for centuries over which plant came first and belongs where? For details 

on the taxonomy of the genus and the ensuing nomenclature debate, visit  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hippeastrum In 

the meantime, here’s a quick overview and photos to help you distinguish a Hippeastrum that can’t tolerate frost from an 

Amaryllis belladonna that blooms in August’s heat:   

 

Hippeastrum: 

Also called a “Dutch 

Amaryllis”  

Native to subtropical and 

tropical regions form 

Mexico to South America 

and the Caribbean, 

particularly Eastern 

Brazil, the southern 

Andes of Peru, Bolivia 

and Argentina   

Hollow erect scape (flower stem) 

Leaves appear shortly after flowering 

Produces three to six flowers 

Valued for large ornamental flowers for indoor cultivation during winter in the northern hemisphere  

Large bulbs measuring 36-41 cm (14 to 16 inches) in circumference can produce more than three flower stems with more than 

four blooms each. Flower colors include solid white, pink, salmon, orange and red, or multicolored petals with mottling, 

stripes or edges. Flowers are funnel form in shape or trumpeted; single, double, or dwarf, with some hybrids featuring spider-

like petals. 

(Continued on page 10) 

Hippeastrum with long stems. Hippeastrum bulb Flower of Hippeastrum 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hippeastrum
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THE WONDERFUL WORLD OF WALNUTS 
Pearl Eddy, U.C. Master Gardener and U.C. Master Food Preserver, Solano County 

Hopefully by now you have had a chance to store 

some of our abundant supply of local English 

walnuts.  My new crop is stored whole in burlap 

bags and boxes on the garage floor in a dry area 

away from the sun.  My walnuts have never been 

sprayed, so on occasion I will find a few larvae, but 

I discard those nuts upon cracking them.  If you 

have picked your own from under a tree, by now 

you should have removed the dry husk which 

cracks to allow easy removal of the nut.  It’s best to 

leave the whole nut inside the shell until you have 

time to crack it to remove the nut meats. There are 

many nutcrackers available but I 

usually use just a hammer and a 

scrap piece of 2 x 6 lumber.  

Place the point of the walnut 

down on the board and whack it 

along the seam line with the 

hammer.  It is easy to get halves 

this way.  

 

Freshly cracked nut meats keep 

well for a number of weeks in 

tightly sealed containers, but 

should be refrigerated (for up to 

six months) or frozen for longer 

storage (a year or more).  

  

English walnuts are highly nutritious and can 

increase the HDL (good cholesterol) and can lower 

the LDL (bad cholesterol) in the blood.  The nuts are 

rich in monounsaturated fatty acids and omega-3 

essential fatty acids. They are a rich source of 

Vitamin E; B-complex groups of vitamins; and 

minerals like manganese, copper, potassium, 

calcium, iron, magnesium, zinc, and selenium.  A 

daily “serving” is one ounce or approximately 10 

halves. 

 

Walnuts can be used in many ways.  Try toasting 

them for a special flavor.  Place a small amount in a 

dry skillet and stir for 3 to 5 min. over med-hi heat, 

just until the smell changes.  Don’t let the nuts burn.  

To toast larger quantities, place in a shallow baking 

pan in a 350-degree oven, stirring every few 

minutes for 5 to 10 minutes, until the smell changes.  

You can substitute them for pecans in most recipes.  

They are tasty with butternut squash, sautéed 

zucchini or Brussels sprouts, and in toppings for 

fruit crisps.  Also, try ground nuts in pastry dough.  

 

 For a delicious pie, follow directions for a pecan 

pie, but substitute walnuts for the pecans, use 

granulated sugar in place of brown sugar, and light 

corn syrup in place of dark. You can easily make 

your own walnut butter by grinding 2 cups of 

walnuts in a food processor until they become 

sticky or paste-like. Add ¼ tsp. salt 

and add 2 tsp. of walnut or vegetable 

oil, a little at a time until the walnut 

butter binds together. 

 

Here’s my favorite recipe for Easy 

Walnut Squares.  In a  bowl combine 1 

egg, 1 cup brown sugar, 5 Tbsp. flour, 

1 cup chopped walnuts, and 1/8 tsp. 

baking soda.  Spread ½ inch thick in a 

greased pan about 9 ¼ x 6 ½ x 2 inches.  

Bake on center shelf in a 325-degree 

oven for 15 minutes.  Cool, cut into 

squares and remove from pan.  Makes 

about 15 squares.  (I like to triple this 

recipe and bake it in a larger pan.)  

 

Another easy recipe is for Mexican Spiced Walnuts.  

Combine ¼ cup vegetable oil, 2 tsp. chili powder, ½ 

tsp. ground cumin, ½ tsp. ground turmeric, and a 

pinch of cayenne in a skillet.  Heat over low heat 

until oil is hot, but do not let oil smoke.  Remove 

from heat.  Add 3 cups walnuts to the oil; stir until 

coated.  Spread walnuts in a paper-towel-lined 

shallow baking pan.  Bake in a 300 degree oven for 

10 minutes, or until crisp.  Sprinkle with ½ tsp. salt.  

Cool and place in airtight containers. 

 

For more information about walnuts and many 

more good recipes check out this site from the 

California Walnut Board at www.walnuts.org. 

Enjoy experimenting with delicious ways to use 

some of our local bounty.  

http://www.walnuts.org
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LAWN REPLACEMENT 
Paul Bidinger, U.C. Master Gardener, Solano County 

Oh that lawn of mine!  So full of weeds which took full 

advantage of the opportunity provided during numerous 

years of improper care.  Mind you, this was before I 

became a Master Gardener.   If I replace the lawn, will I 

continually maintain a proper cutting, watering and 

fertilizing schedule?  Are you kidding?  I know the answers 

to those questions are of course not!  There must be another 

way. 

A solution would be to replace the lawn with native plants 

and the Solano County Water Agency does have a 

landscape rebate program.  According to the water agency 

the lawn area must be currently maintained and in a 

healthy condition, and be irrigated by a sprinkler system in 

working condition. The agency provides $1 for each square 

foot of green grass up to $1,000 when converting your lawn 

to a sustainable landscape (artificial turf grass and concrete, 

plastic sheeting and impermeable surfaces do not qualify 

for the rebate).  They need to do an inspection before work 

begins and a final inspection no later than three months 

later, although an extension may be possible. 

I decided to wait until late summer to begin the process.  I 

wanted to use the winter rains to help get the plants 

established and many nurseries have plant sales during the 

fall, as well as the Master Gardener plant exchange.  In the 

meantime, I studied the sun-shade patterns on the 

projected replacement area and investigated potential 

native and draught tolerant plants for the area.  I also 

found some workshops on replacing your lawn . Many 

plans provided helpful tips such as you do not need to tear 

out the old lawn just cover the old lawn with cardboard, 

then 

compost, 

and then 

bark.  

Another 

hint was to 

dig out the 

lawn within 

6-12 inches 

of a 

driveway 

or 

sidewalk.   

As you 

added compost and bark it would raise the level of the area 

being converted and add to the probability of a hard rain 

or strong wind blowing the compost and bark down the 

sidewalk or driveway to the street. 

In late August, I called the Solano County Water Agency 

and scheduled the initial inspection.  I also called the 

utilities to mark their line location (electric, gas, cable, 

telephone, water).  I was not concerned with digging into 

their lines, but I did not want to put a plant in on top of 

their line in case at some point they would need to dig up 

their line.  I also made a note of my normal walking paths 

to different areas, such as to the gate for the backyard, so 

that I would not put a plant where I normally walk.  After 

the inspection and approval, it was time to begin preparing 

the area for replacement – digging up and transplanting 

bulbs and water thirsty plants, removing any unwanted 

plants, fences, etc.  The next step was to give the lawn a 

good watering.  The goal is to get any weed seeds to 

germinate and burn up their energy before you cover the 

area with cardboard thereby killing them (no light for 

photosynthesis).  This would also be the time to plant any 

big plants.  I used smaller plants, in four inch pots, which I 

could leave on top of the cardboard.  You need to cut 

through the cardboard for plants in one gallon containers.  

It would be easier to plant anything larger before putting 

down the cardboard.  

Since I was converting the sprinkler system to a drip 

irrigation system, I capped the sprinklers that would not be 

(Continued on page 11) 

After replacing area-now mulch covered with drought-
tolerant plants.  

Before the lawn replacement.  

(photos by Paul Bidinger) 

http://www.scwa2.com/
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MISTLETOE 
Danielle Wilkowski, U.C. Master Gardener, Solano County 

During the holiday season, 

many of us are busy 

gathering decorations for 

our annual display.  

Personally, I don't think the 

job is complete until I tape a 

few twigs of mistletoe on 

the ceiling of the entry hall. 

This year I had a little more 

trouble than usual finding 

fresh mistletoe. That sent 

my mind back to a party I 

had given many years ago. 

One of the bachelor guests 

brought a large shopping bag full of fresh mistletoe; which 

he claimed to have shot down from the trees around Lake 

Berryessa where he lived. Well, that guest and bag were 

the hit of the party. Thinking back to that time and how 

much people enjoy mistletoe, I decided to look into where 

the tradition of kissing under mistletoe began.  

 

Both the European mistletoe, Viscum album and the North 

American species, Phoradendron serotinum are commercially 

harvested for Christmas decorations, although such use 

was rarely alluded to until the eighteenth century. 

According to ancient custom the mistletoe must not touch 

the ground between its cutting and removal of the last of 

the Christmas greens. It may remain hanging throughout 

the year( to prevent the house from lightning or fire) until 

it is replaced the following Christmas eve. This tradition is 

practiced in the English speaking world, but seems 

unknown in the rest of Europe.  The custom we are most 

familiar with consists of a man and a  woman who meet 

under a hanging mistletoe ball, kiss and pluck a berry from 

the ball. When the berries were all gone the privilege 

ceases. Alas, no more kisses.    

 

Mistletoe plants grow on many different trees, and usually 

reduce tree growth, but can kill a tree with heavy 

infestation. Most seeds are spread by bird excretion. The 

seeds are coated with a thick and adhesive substance called 

viscid, which hardens and attaches the seed firmly to its 

future host. All mistletoes are hemi-parasites, bearing 

evergreen leaves that do some photosynthesis, and using 

the host mainly for water and mineral nutrients. 

 

In western North America, their juicy berries are eaten and 

spread by birds when some seeds pass through their 

digestive system unharmed. This method of propagation is 

shown in the name:  Mistel is the Anglo-Saxon word for 

dung, and tan is the word for twig. Put together it means 

'dung on a twig'. The dense dwarf mistletoes of western 

North America are good locations for roosting and nesting 

of the northern spotted owl and the marbled murrelet. The 

Navajo name for mistletoe is 'basket on high'. Thus, rather 

than being a pest mistletoe can have a positive effect of 

biodiversity providing high quality food and habitat for a 

broad range of animals in forests and woodlands. 

Now, the next time you get 'kissed under the mistletoe', I 

hope you will enjoy the experience more deeply, realizing 

what an important plant it was that brought you two 

together.  

Close-up of mistletoe. (photos 
by Danielle Wilkowski) 

Mistletoe infestation in a tree by Lowe’s. 

Check out this information about Mistetoe and 

it’s control at the UC IPM Website:   

http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/PMG/

PESTNOTES/pn7437.html 

http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/PMG/PESTNOTES/pn7437.html
http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/PMG/PESTNOTES/pn7437.html
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FROST PROTECTION OF CITRUS NIPS AT YOUR CITRUS 
TREES: WHAT TO DO WHEN JACK FROST NIPS AT YOUR CITRUS TREES 
Erin Mahaney, U.C. Master Gardener, Solano County 

Living in temperate Northern California, we’re fortunate to 

be able to grow a variety of  subtropical and heat-loving 

plants that aren’t native to our area.  Who hasn’t been 

tempted by a flaming bougainvillea, an avocado, or a 

Meyer lemon?  Inevitably, however, on a clear, windless, 

winter night, we’ll hear the meteorologist gravely intoning 

a frost warning and we’ll need to take action to protect our 

frost-sensitive plants.  I have to confess that, until now, the 

closest I’ve ever gotten to protecting my plants from frost 

damage is a twinge of guilt as I thought to myself, “I’m not 

running outside in my pajamas to cover up my plants—it’s 

too cold!  It’s survival of the fittest out there!”  Although 

my non-interventionist approach provides a convenient 

excuse to buy more plants, frost 

protection of most backyard plants 

requires minimal effort (an effort I 

resolve to make in the future).  Because 

many of us of have citrus trees in our 

backyard, this article focuses on frost 

protection of citrus and remedies for 

damage, but many of the same 

principles and methods apply to other 

frost-sensitive plants. 

 

In Solano County, we can expect 

average lows in January and February of approximately 39 

degrees and 42 degrees, respectively.  But it can get much, 

much colder.  For example, Fairfield experienced a record 

low of 16 degrees in 1989.  On clear, windless nights with 

low humidity and with temperatures in the high twenties, 

we are likely to experience radiation frost, a type of frost 

which moves from the ground up.  

 

As with many things in life, prevention is the best course of 

action.  Assuming that you are paying attention to the 

weather forecast, the first step in protecting your citrus tree 

is knowing what temperatures it can tolerate.  Citrus trees 

range in frost sensitivity with lemons and limes being the 

most sensitive (lemons require protection below 32 

degrees) and kumquats and Owari Mandarin Satsuma as 

the most frost-tolerant (generally requiring protection in 

the low twenties).  Oranges and grapefruit fall in between 

with oranges generally requiring protection below 28 

degrees.  

 

The second step is understanding your local microclimate. 

For example, cold air sinks and thus a low spot in your 

yard will tend to be colder than a higher location.  

Moreover, a south- or west-facing location will be slightly 

warmer at night than a north- or east-facing location 

because it will absorb more heat and light during the day 

and re-radiate it during the night.  

 

If you believe that frost may threaten your citrus, there are 

three general ways to protect your tree:  (1) move it to a 

sheltered location (this only works if 

your citrus is in a container); (2) 

provide a source of heat; or (3) trap 

the heat radiating from the earth’s 

surface.  Assuming that you can’t 

move your citrus tree, you can either 

provide a heat source or trap the 

earth’s heat in the following ways (or 

a combination thereof):  

 

Put large holiday lights or 150-

watt bulbs in the tree or landscape 

lighting under the tree. 

Cover your tree to trap in the earth’s heat.  You can 

drape a floating row cover (a spun polyester material) 

directly on the tree and secure it at the ground to trap 

daytime heat.  The floating row cover can be left on 

during the day.  Alternatively, you could build a frame 

around your tree and drape either landscape cloth, 

burlap, or plastic over the frame.  To avoid damage to 

the foliage, these materials should not touch the tree.  

You should remove the cover during the day and 

replace it in the late afternoon. 

Clear the ground around your citrus of mulch and 

weeds to maximize the transfer of the earth’s heat 

accumulated during the day to the air. 

Wrap the trunks of your frost-sensitive citrus 

(especially the young trees), with thick insulating 

(Continued on page 11) 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

DATE EVENT TOPIC LOCATION TIME 

February 20, 2014 
Master Gardeners at 

Vacaville Library 

Drought tolerance/

water conservation 

Vacaville Public Library  

1020 Ulatis Drive 

7:00 pm to 

8:00 pm 

March 20, 2014 
Master Gardeners at 

Vacaville Library 
TBD 

Vacaville Public Library  

1020 Ulatis Drive 

7:00 pm to 

8:00 pm 

GOT A QUESTION FOR THE MASTER GARDENERS? 

 

Got Gardening Questions?  The Master Gardener Hotline for Solano County has the answers!  

The hotline consists of either the phone line 707-784-

1322 or our email hotline:  mgsolano@ucdavis.edu. 

 

The Master Gardener Hotline is available 24-hours a 

day, 7 days a week.  Our message center will take your 

questions and information.  Please remember to leave 

your name, phone number, a description of your 

problem, and your address.  A Master Gardener will 

research your problem and return your call/email. 

 

Please note, with email, you can attach pictures of the 

problem, which may aid in the diagnosis of your plant 

question. 

mailto:mgsolano@ucdavis.edu
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WINTER GARDENING GUIDE 
In seed-time learn, in harvest teach, in winter enjoy. ~William Blake  

P 

L 

A 

N 

T 

I 

N 

G 

JANUARY FEBRUARY MARCH 

Sow California poppy 

(Eschscholzia californica) seeds 

for spring color 
Sow indoors cool-season edibles 

such as chard, kale, and lettuce 
Plant winter blooming shrubs: 

purchase now while in bloom to 

see what you are getting 
Harvest citrus as it ripens. Taste for 

flavor 

Plant summer bulbs such as gladi-

oli, cannas, ranunculus, anemone, 

dahlia, lily, tuberous begonia and 

delphinium 
Plant leaf crops like lettuce, spin-

ach, cilantro, beets, carrots, chard, 

lettuce, peas, and spinach directly 

in the ground 
Indoors, start seeds of eggplant, 

peppers, and tomatoes. Transplant 

outdoors in 6 to 8 weeks 
Plant berries, raspberry,  boysen-

berry and blackberry 

Almost any plant (except tropical) can 

be planted now. Start seeds of old-

fashioned favorites such as apricot fox-

glove, bachelor’s button, blue flax and 

Oriental poppies. Summer sizzlers like 

cosmos and zinnias also grow more 

vigorously from a seed start and catch 

up fast to nursery-started plants. 
Plant warm season annuals like agera-

tum, marigold, petunia and sunflower 
Switch out cool-season vegetables for 

corn, beans, peppers and tomatoes 

M 

A 

I 

N 

T 

E 

N 

A 

N 

C 

E 

Prune deciduous plants while 

dormant to keep grapes, roses, fruit 

and shade trees shapely 
Check mulch. Add more to paths 

and beds for weed suppression 
Protect tender plants when cold 

nights are predicted. Water well – 

dry plants are more susceptible to 

frost damage 
Fertilize azaleas after bloom, cym-

bidiums with ½ strength  fertilizer 

every week or so 

Pinch fuchsias through March: for 

every stem you pinch, you’ll get 2; 

for every 2, you’ll get 4 
Fertilize: citrus & fruit trees, cane 

berries, roses (only after you see 

new growth begin) 
Fertilize fall planted annuals & 

perennials & established trees & 

shrubs with an all-purpose fertiliz-

er. Wait on azaleas, camellias & 

rhododendrons until after bloom 
Mulch exposed areas to prevent 

weed seeds from germinating 
Repot cymbidiums if necessary 

Fertilize almost everything 
Flowering and fruiting plants need 

phosphorus-rich fertilizer 
Green leafy plants such as lawns and 

lettuce require nitrogen 
Root plants such as potatoes, beets, and 

bulbs appreciate a handful of potassium. 

Read the labels 
Once soils have dried out, give your 

irrigation system a tune up. Then set to 

water deeply & infrequently to encour-

age deep root growth 

P 

R 

E 

V 

E 

N 

T 

I 

O 

N 

Control snails & slugs by eliminat-

ing hiding places, or hand pick 
Use a dormant spray to control 

over wintering insects on decidu-

ous plants. Control peach leaf curl 

with lime sulfur or fixed copper. 

Follow directions for proper appli-

cation 
Spray roses with dormant oil to 

control over wintering insects such 

as aphids, mites & scale. Thor-

oughly coat trunk, branches & 

twigs 

Snails and slugs are dormant two 

times a year, during the hottest part 

of summer and during the coldest 

weeks in winter. This is about the 

time they head out for feeding. Get 

out early and pick 
Don’t prune out any frost damaged 

growth for another month or so – 

the outer dead foliage may protect 

healthy growth beneath from fur-

ther frost damage 

Now is the time to get a jump on insect 

infestations: check for signs of aphids 

(distorted new growth & tiny, often 

green or black insects) & spittle bugs 

(under white foam on stems). Both can 

be effectively sprayed off with a garden 

hose 
Handpick snails at night, or use bait – 

follow all directions 
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Statewide Master Gardener Program 

 

Master Gardeners are volunteers who come from all walks of life, and with a broad range of experiences and 

skills. The Master Gardener Program is supported by the University of California Agriculture and Natural 

Resources (ANR) Department. The ANR Master Gardener Program was established in 1981, and currently 

supports over 5,000 Master Gardener volunteers in 44 counties throughout the state of California.   

 

The Statewide Master Gardener Program is coordinated by Missy Gable.  She has two program 

representatives, Melissa Womack and Aubrey Bray, who help her administer the statewide program and keep 

the Master Gardeners updated and educated in all things horticulture.  

 

Master Gardeners share several characteristics:  a passion for horticulture and environment, an eagerness to 

learn, and a desire to serve their communities by supporting the outreach efforts of the University of 

California and its collaborating partners.  Following five months of training, and upon passing a written 

exam, certified Master Gardener volunteers become valuable resources for the UC ANR system, as 

community educators, and as advocates of the University of California’s established approach to gardening. 

This objective, research-based, approach leads to the adoption of landscape and garden management practices 

that conserve valuable resources and protect the environment, improve health, contribute to sustainable food 

systems, and create functional and environmentally sustainable living space in and outside of the home.* 

 

Solano County Master Gardener Program 

 

Master Gardener Program training and management are administered by in each county at University of 

California Cooperative Extension (UCCE) offices.  Certified Master Gardeners are agents of UCCE. In 

Solano County, the UCCE offices are located at 501 Texas Street, First Floor, Fairfield, CA 94533.  

 

The application period for the 2014 Solano County Master Gardener training class is now closed.  Contact 

Jennifer Baumbach, Program Coordinator, at 707-784-1321 or jmbaumbach@ucanr.edu if you would like to 

be placed on the 2015 Training Class wait list. 

 

*Adapted from the University of California Master Gardener Program Strategic Plan, 2011-2016 

WHO ARE THE UCCE MASTER GARDENERS? 

Master Gardener Mission Statement 

“To extend research-based knowledge and information on home horticulture, pest management, and 

sustainable landscape practices to the residents of California and be guided by University of California 

Agriculture and Natural Resources core values, strategic vision and initiatives.” 

 

mailto:jmbaumbach@ucanr.edu
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The University of California Agriculture and Natural Resources (ANR) Department has produced publications 

that cover most topics of interest to the home gardener. You will find a wealth of information provided in 

publications on everything from Aphids to Yellow Jackets, and Composting to Pruning. The pamphlets are 

available to download in PDF format from the ANR website, located at http://ucanr.edu/freepubs/

freepubsub.cfm?cat=6.  

California Garden Web:  A site where you can find a plethora of gardening 
UC research-based information.  http://cagardenweb.ucanr.edu/ 
 
Backyard Orchard: This site focuses on fruit and nut trees and also berries.  
There is a calendar of backyard operations on the site that is useful in 
dormant care of fruit and nut trees.  http://homeorchard.ucdavis.edu/ 
 
UC California Master Gardener Program:  This site tells about the Master 
Gardener programs throughout California and other information.   
http://camastergardeners.ucanr.edu/ 
 
UC Vegetable Research and Information Center:  This site has information 
for the commercial vegetable grower, but also information for the home 
gardener by crop.  http://vric.ucdavis.edu/main/veg_info.htm 
 
UC Statewide Integrated Pest Management Program: Find information on 
pests (Pest Notes), plant disease, weeds, beneficial insects and new short 
videos on these sorts of topics.  http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/ 
 
UCCE Master Gardeners-Solano County: Your local site for the Master 
Gardeners in Solano County. http://cesolano.ucanr.edu/Master_Gardener/ 
 

http://ucanr.edu/freepubs/freepubsub.cfm?cat=6
http://ucanr.edu/freepubs/freepubsub.cfm?cat=6
http://cagardenweb.ucanr.edu/
http://homeorchard.ucdavis.edu/
http://camastergardeners.ucanr.edu/
http://vric.ucdavis.edu/main/veg_info.htm
http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/IPMPROJECT/videolibrary.html
http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu/IPMPROJECT/videolibrary.html
http://www.ipm.ucdavis.edu
http://cesolano.ucanr.edu/Master_Gardener/
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Grown for the marketplace in the Netherlands, South 

Africa, Israel, Japan, Brazil and the United States 

Frost intolerant 

Care tips: For indoor winter bloom, plant bare-root bulb in a 

pot slightly larger than the bulb itself. Prefers well-drained 

organic mix of peat, sand, humus). Bury only one third of the 

bulb leaving the other two-thirds visible above the soil surface. 

Place pot in warm, well-lit location and maintain consistent 

moisture. Over watering may rot roots and bulb. After 

flowering, move pot outside and shade from blistering sun. In 

fall, withhold water to induce dormancy, reduce light by 

keeping in cool place such as garage for two months, providing 

a dry period for the plant to rest between leaf production and 

flowering. Then, bring inside, resume watering, and keep your 

hope alive while you watch for a stem to sprout. 

Amaryllis: 

Also called a “naked lady” 

Native to the Western Cape of South Africa, specifically the 

rocky region between the Olifants River to Knysna. Now 

naturalized in many urban and suburban areas of the West 

Coast, particularly lower elevations and coastal zones 

Solid erect scape (flower stem) 

Has no leaves at flowering time 

Produces six to twelve flowers 

Valued as deer resistant and for fragrance. Prevalent in 

outdoor gardens, along borders and in rock gardens. Also 

grows in large patio containers 

Bulbs range from 10 to 20 cm in circumference, with larger 

long-lived bulbs known to produce flowers for up to 75 

years    

Flowers are white to pink in color. Grow in clusters of 2 to 

12 funnel-shaped blooms 

The genus Amaryllis is “monotypic,” which means one 

species   

Prefers warm dry summers. Does not tolerate indoor 

forcing 

Care tips: Plant in spring in full sun or part shade in loose well-

drained soil. Add organic matter to heavy clay or sandy soil. 

Cover the bare bulb only to its tip. Can tolerate some drought. 

Remove spent flowers, but allow flower stems to die naturally 

to nourish the bulb through photosynthesis. Usually blooms in 

late July through August in Solano County.  Leaves will appear 

in autumn or early spring and should not be removed until they 

die back. (Note: I gather the leaves together, bend them over 

into a clump with a rubber band tightly around them. When 

totally dry, the clump easily lifts out of the ground. 

Whatever bulb you choose to plant, whether you prefer a 

Hippeastrum for indoor winter color or a border of Amaryllis 

belladonna for late summer blooms, you can’t go wrong. These 

plants are as intriguing as the origin of their scientific names. 

Hippeastrum is Greek for “horseman’s star,” while the Latin 

meaning of Amaryllis is “to sparkle.” 

Resources: 

 

“Amaryllis - Amaryllis belladonna (Brunsvigia rosea) and Hippeastrum 

hybrids” by Kathie Carter, Cooperative Extension/Botany Plant 

Sciences Dept., University of California-Riverside, www.ucanr.org/

sites/UrbanHort/files/80184.pdf?  

(Continued from page 1-Growing Amaryllis-Or is it Hippeastrum? ) 

Amaryllis belladonna growing in 

ground. 

Amaryllis belladonna stamens 

 

Amaryllis belladonna bulb 

 

http://www.ucanr.org/sites/UrbanHort/files/80184.pdf?
http://www.ucanr.org/sites/UrbanHort/files/80184.pdf?
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converted to drip irrigation lines, and marked their location for future reference and documentation.  I also raised the 

sprinkler heads to be converted so I could find them after I laid down the cardboard and compost. Now, I am ready to 

actually start with replacing the lawn.  You can either buy  cardboard or you can dumpster dive and get cardboard for 

free.  Furniture businesses and the  outlet stores have bins just for cardboard and served as my source of cardboard.  I 

laid down the cardboard, watered it (so it would be easier to poke a hole in if needed when planting), and put blocks 

on top until I had the compost.  However, things do not always go according to plan.  The wet cardboard curled up as 

it dried, and the wind promptly started to blow it away in spite of my blocks to hold it in place.  After I retrieved the 

cardboard, my solution was to turn the cardboard over and work in smaller areas. 

 

Next, I put down the compost and watered it so that it would not be as easily blown away.  This was followed by 

application of the bark.  In preparing the areas for the plants, I pulled back the bark into one pile and a separate pile 

for the compost.  After I put in the plants, I refilled the holes with the compost but not the bark. I ran the drip lines,  

connected the lines to the plants  then tested the drip system to make certain there were not any leaks and the water 

was going to the proper location.  Then I buried the drip lines under the bark. 

 

The final step was the documentation.  Where were the sprinkler heads that I closed off?  Where did the drip line start 

and end?  Where did I put which plants?  Of course I remember these things now, but will I remember a few years 

from now?  

(Continued from page 3: Lawn Replacement) 

material such as newspaper, heavy cardboard, or a sawdust-filled collar.  Wrap up to a point above the bud union 

and leave some of the foliage exposed. 

Surround your citrus with five-gallon pails of water to exploit the heat held by water. 

Water the soil around the tree a day or two before the frost hits and afterwards.  The moist soil will release heat as it 

cools and freezes. 

Use an anti-transpirant spray. 

 

If your citrus tree experiences frost damage, be patient and resist any impulse to immediately prune the tree. It may 

take several days, weeks, or even months, before the full extent of frost damage becomes apparent.  A tree that is 

pruned early will recover more slowly than a tree pruned later in the season.  Premature pruning may cause additional 

damage or may remove limbs that would otherwise recover. Leaving the damaged foliage on the tree also may afford 

some protection to undamaged foliage against subsequent frosts.  You should wait at least until the danger of frost has 

passed and there is new growth on the tree before assessing the extent of the frost damage.  You may then determine 

whether the fruiting wood is healthy and prune the tree accordingly.  Similarly, you should refrain from fertilizing the 

tree until you can assess the damage.  Trees with slight damage will require normal fertilization, but severely damaged 

trees will require reduced or even no fertilization during the first season after the frost.  Also, irrigate cautiously.  A 

severely damaged tree may also require less water until new growth occurs.  Finally, if the tree experiences leaf drop or 

if you eventually substantially prune the tree, you may need to protect the trunk and limbs from sunburn with 

whitewash if regrowth has not occurred.    

(Continued from page 5: Frost Protection of Citrus) 
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